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Introduction 

Several researchers including m1ss10nanes, historians. anthropologists and cthno
musicologists ha,·e studied several elements of Zimbabwean culture including religion. 
language and music. Findings about these elements of culrure have been documented. This 
paper seeks to analyse the accuracy and validity of the findings by Berliner ( 1978) since it is 
apparent that some of the conclusions had misconceptions. Berliner is an American who was 
introduced to Zimbabwean music by Dumisani Mararire who taught African music in Seattle, 
Washington for several years, (Berliner 1978). Works by the scholar fom, a very useful base 
for evaluating published literature on Zimbabwean music. There is no doubt that although 
there might be apparent inaccuracies here and there. the literature remains valuable to the 
history and nature of African music. 

\Vhat is with an old man is not to be asked for; he gives what he likes 

The heading is a Shona proverb, Chine n111shar11ka hachikumbirwi. anopa sekuda A7mke. It 
literally means that elders are the custodians of indigenous knowledge and it is up to them to 
give or deny anyone the knowledge. Furusa in Mutsvairo et al ( 1996: 83) says, "Shona 
proverbs are a specific a11istic activity in which the history of Shona culture is inscribed.'" 
These proverbs generalize people's experiences and way of life. They are statements of truths 
formulated after careful observations and experiences. The above Shona proverb implies that 
elderly people are the source of indigenous knowledge and they have to guard the knowledge 
jealously lest it is stolen or disto11ed by other people including scholars who may have 
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