
John Hope, the Prince Who 

Refused the Kingdom 1

Henry Louis Gates Jr. 

For decades, John Hope Franklin railed against the often segregated academic field of 
"black studies," deriding it as intellectual Jim Crow. But there would be no black studies 

without him, and for that, I am eternally grateful. 

When I was 20, l decided to hitchhike across the African continent, more or less following 
the line of the equator, from the Indian Ocean to the Atlantic. I packed only one pair of 
sandals and one pair of jeans to make room for the three hefty books l had decided to read 
from cover to cover: Don Quixote, Moby Dick and From Slavery to Freedom: A History of 
J\egro Americans. J read the latter - the black-and-'>'·-hite-bound third edition of John Hope 
Franklin's 194 7 book - while sailing down the Congo River and recovering from a nasty bout 
of dysentery. It became such a valued reference for me that I kept it, for years, in the 
bookcase at my bedside. 

Like just about every black snident at Yale in 1969. I enrolled in the Introduction to 
Afro-American History survey course, taught quite ably by William Mcfeely. who would 
later receive a Pulitzer Prize. At the end of each class, someone would find a way to bring up 
the fact that while our subject matter was black. Mcfeely was quite white, and hadn't he 
better find a way to remedy that fact'.l With the patience of Job, Mcfeely would graciously 
grant his accuser the point and add that he hoped to put himself out of a job just as soon as a 

black historian could be found to take his place. He would then remind us that the textbook 
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